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Reasons for allowance 

The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is drawn to an input and output circuit of a semiconductor 
device utilizing a control signal generating means, an output buffer and an input buffer 
recited in claims 1 -25. None of the prior art disclosed or suggested to show the 
particular structure and/or the particular operation recited in these claims namely: “the 
control signal generating means ... under a power off condition of the semiconductor 
device” in combination with the details of “the output buffer” and the details of “the input 
buffer” as recited in claim 1 ; “the control signal generating circuit ... under a power off 
condition” in combination with the details of “the output buffer” as recited in claim 14; 
“the control signal generating means ... a power off condition of the semiconductor 
device” in combination of the details of “the input buffer” as recited in claim 21 ; “the 
control signal generating portion .. under a power off condition” in combination with the 
details of “at least one output buffer” as recited in claim 25. 

The prior art references submitted by the applicant on IDS form received on 
09/1 4/04 was reviewed and considered. These references appear to be the best 
references with respect to the claimed invention (e.g. input and output circuit) and 
closely matched most of the references found during the examiner’s searches. 
However, as noted above, at least one limitation lacks in these prior art. Therefore, the 
claims are patentably distinct over all these prior art references of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to My-Trang N. Ton whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1754. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 a.m - 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on 571-272-1740. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MY-TRANG NU TON 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



September 1 5, 2004 




